
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS 

The Church through its funeral rites commends the dead to God’s merciful love and pleads for the forgiveness of their sins.  At 

the funeral rites, especially at the celebration of the eucharistic sacrifice, the Christian community affirms and expresses the 

union of the Church on earth with the Church in heaven in the one great communion of the saints. Though separated from the 

living, the dead are still at one with the community of believers on earth and benefit from their prayers and intercession. 

(General Introduction of the Order of Christian Funerals #5) 

 

The Funeral Rites 

 

Part I – The Vigil for the Deceased 

 

The Vigil for the Deceased usually takes place the evening before the Funeral Liturgy.  The Liturgy itself may be a Mass or 

simply the Liturgy without a Mass.  On the evening of the Vigil for the Deceased some family members and friends like to 

make use of this occasion to share memories of the deceased.  This would be appropriate at this time, or at the reception 

following the burial.  The Vigil should normally take place in the church and if this is the case, then great care must be taken 

to avoid any off color or suggestive jokes during the time of sharing memories.  The body of the deceased remains in the church 

overnight.  A Rosary may be included during this evening as well. 

 

Part II – The Funeral Liturgy 

 

The Funeral Liturgy is a Mass with the body present and includes all of the ceremonies that affirm our Catholic faith that the 

body, from the time of baptism, has become a temple of the Holy Spirit.  These ceremonies include the sprinkling rite at the 

beginning of the Mass as well as the use of incense at the end of the Mass during the Song of Farewell.  In certain circumstances 

the Funeral Liturgy may celebrated without a Mass.  If for a good reason the body of the deceased has been cremated before 

the Funeral Liturgy, the Mass takes on a character of a Memorial of the deceased.  The cremated remains may be brought into 

the church and placed in the area normally occupied by the body.  Please contact the Pastor before any decisions are made 

prior to the planning of a Christian Funeral. 

 

Part III – The Rite of Committal 

 

The Rite of Committal normally takes place immediately after the Funeral Liturgy unless the deceased will be cremated after 

the Liturgy delaying the rite for a day or two.  During the Rite of Committal, the grave is blessed and the deceased is committed 

to the ground.  The final prayers for the deceased are offered and the faithful receive a blessing which concludes the Christian 

Funeral. 

 

Preparing for a Christian Funeral and Communication 

 

When a member of the Christian faithful passes from this world it is important to contact the Pastor as soon as possible.  The 

parish office will make all of the arrangements, including the date and the time of the Funeral Liturgy in cooperation with the 

family of the deceased, the ministers who will assist at the Liturgy (including musicians and readers), and receptions in the 

parish hall.  Please help to avoid misunderstandings and awkward situations by communicating with the Pastor about all of the 

arrangements prior to making any decisions.  The parish office is here to serve and assist the family during this time of need. 

 

Ministers of a Christian Funeral 

 

Normally those who exercise a ministry during a Christian Funeral are ministers who presently serve in the parish and are 

deputed by the Pastor.  If a member of the family of the deceased would like to serve in some capacity during the course of the 

Christian Funeral, they must ordinarily be a minister of some kind in their own home parish.  Musicians or vocalists from 

outside the parish must be ministers of their own parish who have sufficient experience in assisting at the Church’s liturgical 

celebrations.  

 

 

 

 

 



Eulogies and Sharing of Memories 

 

Eulogies are not part of the Funeral Liturgy and may not be included.  However, if a member of the family would like to speak 

on behalf of the deceased before the Funeral Liturgy begins, this may be permissible.  The remarks must be brief (3 to 5 

minutes) and touch on the deceased’s life of faith.  The sharing of memories is most appropriately done at some time during 

the course of the Vigil and especially during the reception.  There is a large flat screen monitor in the parish hall for showing 

photos and a sound system can be provided for a time of sharing of memories. 

 

Cremation 

 

The Christian Funeral expresses in its rites and in its prayers the Church’s faith in the resurrection of the body.  Only for a good 

reason may an individual be cremated before the Christian Funeral.  Convenience is not a compelling reason.  If a person wishes 

to be cremated this may normally be done after the Funeral Liturgy and before the Rite of Committal.  The cremated remains 

of the Christian faithful may not be scattered, nor may they be divided among family members or kept at home.  The cremated 

remains must be buried. 

 

Luncheons 

 

If you wish to have a luncheon immediately following the Christian Funeral, please communicate this to the Pastor.  Volunteers 

will prepare salads and desserts, and the only cost to the family is for the meat, cheese, rolls and condiments for sandwiches.  

A family may choose another option, such as a caterer, and use the parish hall at no cost. 

 

Stipends and Other Expenses 

 

All stipends and expenses for a Funeral Liturgy can and are normally paid directly to the funeral home who then distributes the 

funds, to the priest, any ministers, and for the luncheon.  If you choose to use another option, please communicate your plans 

to the Pastor. 

 

Selecting Music for a Christian Funeral 

 

Music is integral to the funeral rites.  It allows the community to express convictions and feelings that words alone may fail to 

convey…The texts of the songs chosen for a particular celebration should express the paschal mystery of the Lord’s suffering, 

death, and triumph over death and should be related to the readings from Scripture. (GIOCF #30)  

 

On a separate link on the website there is listed music for use during a Christian Funeral.  The hymns have been carefully 

chosen to reflect the nature of the celebration with an emphasis on the saving work of Christ and his triumph over sin and death. 

 

In keeping with the most current instructions on the celebration of the Mass, the proper Antiphons are chanted by the 

cantor/choir at the Entrance, the Offertory and at the priest’s Communion.  It is permissible to sing a hymn at the beginning of 

Mass following the proper Antiphon, and another hymn may be selected while the faithful receive Holy Communion. 

 

The final two hymns of a Christian Funeral are prescribed in the ritual book itself, and at in the parish we do not replace them 

with other hymns.  One hymn, The Song of Farewell, is sung as part of the Rite of Final Commendation (when the body is 

present), and the second is the In Pardisum, which is not a closing hymn but rather a hymn that begins the procession to the 

place of burial where the Rite of Committal will be celebrated. 

 

Popular songs may occur to those planning a Christian Funeral and it needs to be kept in mind that while certain pieces of 

religious music may seem appealing, they may not be suited for the occasion of a Christian Funeral.  Popular songs may be 

used at the Vigil for the Deceased the evening before a Christian Funeral or they may be used as prelude pieces as the faithful 

gather for the Mass, or just before the Mass begins.  All reasonable requests in this regard will be honored.   

 

 

 

 

SEE LINK ON THE WEBSITE FOR SELECTIONS OF LITURGICAL MUSIC 

 



 

 

 


