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Daily Readings December 
 

16 SUN THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18  

 17  Mon Advent Weekday  
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17  

 18 Tue Advent Weekday 
Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25   

 19 Wed Advent Weekday 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25  

 20 Thu Advent Weekday 
 Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38   

 21 Fri Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45   

 22 Sat  Advent Weekday  
1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56  

 
NOTE:  These are the sequential readings for Lectionary Cy-
cle Year A and I only.  The actual readings used at Mass may 
differ depending on the particular celebration that day, for 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

I found this article as I was looking for something on “joy” 
for this week’s bulletin.  I think it would provide a good fol-

low up and reinforcement of what I spoke about in my homi-
ly last week.  Enjoy! 

 
Aquinas on  Christian Joy 

By Aaron Mead 
 

I have often felt a tension in my theology when it 
comes to the concept of joy. On the one hand, in Galatians 
(5:22) Paul counts joy among the “fruit of the Spirit.” I take it 
that this means joy is to grow in the life of a Christian under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and that joy is to be something 
like a steady, stable, even permanent experience of the Chris-
tian as she matures. I have often heard pastors describe such 
Christian joy as something that persists despite negative or 
difficult circumstances. 
On the other hand it seems the Christian is not to be inured to 
life’s pains and disappointments as a Stoic might be. Indeed, 
Jesus wept at the death of his friend Lazarus (John 11:28-37), 
and he fretted at his impending death in the Garden of Geth-
semane (Matthew 26:36-46). If Jesus is the Christian’s example 
(and he is), then it seems appropriate for the Christian to feel 
the pain and disappointment of life. 

Are these two teachings at odds? They have often 
seemed so to me. My experience has been that the degree to 
which I am emotionally available to life’s painful vicissitudes is 
the very same degree to which I lack joy. In other words, at 
times my joy (or lack thereof) has seemed to ride on the ups 
and downs of life and has lacked the steady, stable, permanent 
character of a fruit of the Spirit. And, importantly, it has 
seemed that this instability has been a function not of my im-
maturity in Christ, but of my emotional openness to life’s vicis-
situdes. At times like these, assertions from the pulpit that 
Christian joy is “deeper” or “abiding” or “present regardless of 
circumstance” have not really helped (even if they are true). 
They have only added to my confusion. 
 More recently, I have found Thomas Aquinas’s teach-
ing on Christian joy in his Summa Theologica to be very helpful 
in dispelling the confusion. In the Secunda Secundæ, Question 

28, Article 1, Aquinas says the following: 

For joy is caused by love, either through the presence of the 
thing loved, or because the proper good of the thing loved exists and 
endures in it; and the latter is the case chiefly in the love of benevo-
lence, whereby a man rejoices in the well-being of his friend, though 
he be absent. On the other hand sorrow arises from love, either 
through the absence of the thing loved, or because the loved object to 
which we wish well, is deprived of its good or afflicted with some evil. 
Now charity is love of God, Whose good is unchangeable, since He is 
His goodness, and from the very fact that He is loved, He is in those 
who love Him by His most excellent effect, according to 1 John 4:16: 
“He that abideth in charity, abideth in God, and God in him.” There-
fore spiritual joy, which is about God, is caused by charity. 
 

Here Aquinas claims that joy is brought about in two 
ways: (1) by being with someone you love, and (2) by the well-

-continued on next page 
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As part of their annual Keep Christ In Christmas campaign the 
Knights will be selling Christmas cards after all of the weekend 

Masses. 
Polson Council:  Next meeting Thursday, January 10th at 

7:00 pm and brunch will be served after the 11:00 am Mass 
January 27th. 

Ronan Council: Today Sunday, December 16th after the 9:00 

Weekly Offertory Collection 
 

December 9th,  2018 
 

Sacred Heart/St. Joseph                $1,276.00 
Immaculate Conception                $2,333.00 

   
Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 

must do as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.  -2 Corinthians 9:7 

FAMILY NIGHT 
Wednesday, December 19th 

All are welcome and invited and encouraged to attend.  There is 
a little something for everyone from age toddle to senior adults.  
Classes start at 6:00 pm (pre-school, RE, Sacramental prepara-
tion, RCIA, Jr. High and High School groups).  Fr. Kevin’s study of 
the Book of Genesis continues this week. Dinner is served at 7:00 
pm and your salads, side dishes, desserts and appetite are al-
ways welcome. 

Dates for January: the 9th, 16th, 23rd and the 30th 

Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Mary Oulette, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Lou Marchello 

The list has been updated an any omissions are not intentional.  Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish 
Office.  Also, out of respect for a peron’s privacy, please make sure that all individuals wish to be publicaly identified.   

 
Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers 

without ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for December 
 

Evangelization—In the service of the transmission of the faith:  That people, who are involved in the service and 
transmission of the faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited to the conditions of the present time. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Deacon Nathan Scheidecker, Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, 

Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill 

continued from front page being of someone you love. So, it 
brings me joy to be with my wife, my children, or my friends, 
but it also brings me joy to know that they are doing well, even 
if I can’t be with them. Conversely, as Aquinas says, sorrow aris-
es from the absence of those I love, or from knowing that they 
are not doing well. So, in this way, joy is a function of the status 
of those we love and our relationship to them. 

(As an aside, I take it that Aquinas would say that our 
joy and sorrow when things go badly for ourselves works simi-
larly. There is a proper love for self implied in the command to 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” So, assuming I love myself, 
when things go well for me I have joy, and when they go badly I 
have sorrow. Similarly, we might say that when I’m at one with 
myself—a kind of “being with” myself—I have joy, and when I 
am alienated from myself—a kind of estrangement from my-
self—I have sorrow. There is obviously a lot more to be said, 
here.) 

Now, consider the case of God, says Aquinas. First, if 
we love God, then God abides in us, according to 1 John 4:16. 
But, God’s abiding in us is just a kind of “being with” someone 
you love, which, Aquinas told us, is a source of joy. Second, 
God’s well-being is never in question. As Aquinas puts it, God’s 
“good is unchangeable.” So, our assurance that God is doing well 
is another source of joy. What’s more, both of these sources of 
joy are as stable as our love for God is. To the extent that we 
experience love for God, to that extent Christian joy is available 
to us, since God is with us and doing well. 

And we can also see that such joy is compatible with 
genuinely experiencing the pain and difficulty of life. While I 
might suffer sorrow because one person I love isn’t doing well 
(namely, me!), I can still experience abiding Christian joy be-
cause my beloved God is with me and is always doing well. This 
is something like the joy of being with a friend even when other 
circumstances of my life are going poorly. There is genuine joy, 

Immaculate Conception will be decorating for the Christmas 
Season immediately after the 11:00 am Mass on Sunday De-

cember  23rd.   Please plan to stay if you are able to help.  
Thank you! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22:38-40&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A16&version=NRSV


Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Collect 
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the 

Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great 

a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship 

and glad rejoicing. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. 

Prayer over the Offerings 
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray, be offered to 

you unceasingly, to complete what was begun in sacred mys-

tery and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Prayer after Communion 
We implore your mercy, Lord, 

that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults 

and prepare us for the coming feasts. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

How can I repay the LORD for all the great good done for me? I will 
raise the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 

–Psalm 116:12-13 

MASS TIMES  
 

Saturday 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the BVM 

4:00 pm St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
6:00pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 

 
Sunday  

9:00 am Sacred Heart, Ronan 
11:00am Immaculate Conception, Polson 

 
Tuesday - Wednesday -Thursday- Friday 
12:10 pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 

Confessions are heard immediately after the 12:10 pm Mass on 
Wednesday during a period of Eucharistic Adoration.  The Rite of 

Benediction is celebrated at 1:30 pm. 
 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, December 15th                         
Charlo:   
Polson:  Poor Souls in Purgatory rb Margit Groessler 

Sunday, December 16th                                                
 Ronan: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
 Polson: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Tuesday, December 18th                  
 Polson:  Frank & Laverne McGreevy rb Ethel McCreedy 
Wednesday, December 19th                 
 Polson: Ron Marquardt rb Sheila Marquardt 
Thursday, December 20th            
 Polson:  Janet & Frank Drake rb Ethel McCreedy 
Friday, December 21st                 
 Polson:  Jim McDevitt rb Mori & Barb Morin 
     
Masses may be offered for the repose of the souls of the faithful 
departed or for the special intentions of the living.  Please call the 
parish office to request a Mass intention, or use the envelopes 
provided at the entrances of the churches and give them to Fr. 
Kevin. 

Confessions are ordinarily heard each week after the 
Wednesday 12:10 pm Mass at Immaculate Conception 
Church and on Saturday at 2:00 pm.  Appointments may be 
made for anonymous confession at other times, or confession 
with spiritual direction.  Confessions are also heard on the 
1st Saturday of each month at St. Joseph Mission in Char-
lo at 3:30 pm.  Please consult each week’s bulletin for chang-
es and updates.  Confessions will be available at Sacred Heart 
in Ronan on Sunday before Mass as soon as some necessary 
organizing and renovating are completed first. 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO – 90.7 FM 
 
 
 
 

Di-
vine Mercy Radio is a locally owed 
and operated volunteer run affili-
ate of EWTN.   Your prayers and 
support are greatly appreciated.  
Your tax-deductible donation may 
be sent to PO Box 568 Polson, MT 
59860.           (406) 261-3819.  

ROSARY GROUPS 
 

Mondays 
St. Joseph Hospital 

Chapel 6:00 pm 
 

Fridays 
St. Joseph Hospital 

Chapel 9:00 am 

Catholic Gifts and Articles 
Catholic articles are for sale each week during normal office hours 

at Immaculate Conception.  Special orders may be placed with 
Ruth Fischer 883-5025. 




