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MERCY 
 

As a virtue: 
 Mercy is the compassion in our heart for the suffering of others 
and that which drives us to do what we can to help that person. 
 Mercy presupposes our sympathy for others and our ability to 
identify with their sufferings because we are all subject to various 
difficulties. 
 “Misericordia” literally means “having a miserable heart.” This is 
the Latin term that identifies the common experience of human 
suffering. 
 
 The virtue of mercy presupposes the use of right reason.  Right 
reason is the use of reason in conformity with the natural law assisted 
by grace and divine revelation. 
 
 The two aspects of the virtue of mercy: 
  Affective – the experience of compassion 
  Effective – the helping act itself 
 
Mercy therefore, as a virtue, is a movement of compassion for the 
suffering of another, and guided by right reason, the truth about the 
suffering is discovered, so that a course of action may be taken with 
regards to the good of the one who is suffering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Testament: 
 Hesed – A covenantal love.  Characterized by steadfastness. 
  Jeremiah 31:3 With age old love I have loved you, so I have 
kept my mercy towards you. 
 Rachamim – From the word “rechem” which is a mother’s womb.  
This is the tender love that moves one to pity. 
  Isaiah 49:15 Can a mother forget her infant, be without 
tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never 
forget you. 
 
In God there is no separation of His mercy from His justice. God is one 
and indivisible.  God is merciful because He is just, and He is just 
because He is merciful. Difficult to reconcile in our mind. 
 
Mercy, however, goes beyond the mere satisfaction of the demands of 
justice. 
 
New Testament: 
 Luke 1:68-79 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel… 
 
God’s love.  We can define love as “ a sincere gift of self for the sake of 
another,” and as “willing the good of the other.” 
 
Priesthood of Jesus Christ: 
 Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
 Luke 22:14-20 (Institution of the Eucharist) 
 
“Understand what you do, imitate what you celebrate, and conform your 
life to the mystery of the Lord’s cross” Rite of Ordination 
 
Parable of the Last Judgment (the sheep and the goats) 
 Mt 25:31-46 
 
Eucharistic notes in the chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 “Eternal Father, I offer you…” 
 “For the sake of His sorrowful passion…” 
   


