
 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 
The prologue of the Gospel according to St. John 
describes Jesus Christ as the pre-existing Word (Logos) 
through Whom all things were created, thus 
establishing that this Word is also Life, and this is 
precisely what Jesus Himself said when He told His 
disciples that He was “the way, the truth and the life.” 
One thing that never ceases to amaze me is how 
utterly persistent life is.  What I mean is that you can 
go hiking and high atop a rocky mountain peak you can 
find a little plant growing in a tablespoon of soil in the 
crack of a granite outcropping, much like the blade of 
grass that inevitably appears in the rupture of a 
concrete sidewalk or asphalt driveway.  
One thing that does not amaze me is the near 
expression of shock and utter surprise announced by 
certain scientists when they discover life forms thriving 
where they (the scientists) had once reasoned that life 
would be impossible; for example, deep sea thermal 
vents and even in the water of our own Berkeley Pit in 
Butte, Montana (“I was shocked,”  said Sarah Dakel, the 
grad student who found bugs in the water of the Pit, 
 from the Associated Press, April 24, 2001, just so that 
you do not think I am exaggerating about the bugs or 
the expression of shock). 
I said that “I was not amazed” by the shock and 
surprise that surrounds the discovery of new life 
because our faith does not suggest to us that life can 
only reasonably appear in those places where we think 
it can evolve.  No, our faith is in the Word through 
Whom all things were created and Whose glory fills 
the heavens and the earth.  Contrary to the prevailing 
narrative, there is nothing random or happen chance 
about the presence of life in our world. 
My point though is not about life in its various forms in 
this world, but about Life and our participation in it. 
 The persistence of life in this world, like the blade of 
grass in the crack in the sidewalk, are signs to us of a 
deeper and more profound reality; that life is 
persistent because Life is.  In other words, the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead reveals that 
He is in possession of a life that cannot be destroyed, 
and on the day of our baptism we were given a share, 
a participation, in that life.  This life can certainly be 
forfeited by our willfully sinful choices, but it always 
remains a life that cannot be destroyed. 
The penance of the season of Lent is geared toward a 
renewed appreciation and gratitude for the gift of life 

 

Daily Readings 
 

19 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  
   Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42  
20 Mon ST JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  Solemnity 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14, 16/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24                                    
21 Tue Lenten Weekday  
  Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35 
22 Wed Lenten Weekday 
  Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19   
23 Thu Lenten Weekday 
  [Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop] Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23  
24 Fri Lenten Weekday  
  Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 
25 Sat THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
  Solemnity Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
 
 
NOTE:  These are the sequential readings for Lectionary Cycle Year A and I 
only.  The actual readings used at Mass may differ depending on the 
particular celebration that day, for example;, First Fridays or Requiem 
Masses. 

 

Sacred Heart, Ronan Immaculate Conception, Polson Saint Joseph Mission, Charlo 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 19th, 2017 

“You don’t know how to pray? Put yourself in the presence of God, and as soon as 
you have said, “Lord, I don’t know how to pray!”  you can be sure you’ve already 

begun.” -St Josemaria Escriva 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, March 24th, Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph Mission at 6 pm 
 

Friday, March 24th, Stations of the Cross at Immaculate Conception at 6:15 pm 
followed by a  meatless supper at 7 pm and the next installment of Bp. Barron’s 

Pivotal Players. 
 

Sunday, March 19th, Immaculate Conception, Polson, KC breakfast after 11 am 
Mass and the drawing for the raffle to win the half beef and other prizes. 

 
Religious Education dates for the Month of March: Wednesday 15,22 & 29.  Youth 
Group meets on the same evenings at 7:00pm.  Dinner is served for all the students 

and youth at 7: 00 pm and parents are welcome and invited to attend. 



 

Jessica Anderson, Sherry Becker, Marcy Bishop, Linda Bowman, Joann Bright, Lorie Chase, Cody Cordis, Jeff Devlin, Jean Diehl, Kelly Dolezal-
Esheen, Patty Ferdinand, Mary Foot, Paula Graham, Deb & Jeremy Basler, Scott Johnson, Carol Kelly, Ron Legislador, Marvel Marrinan, 
Rebecca Martin, Jim McDevitt Shirley McDevitt, Pauline Mistrille, Mandy Moran, Patsy Mueller, Frank Nelson, Katy Nissen Austin Reese, Rory 
Reyonds, Larry Ricard, Patricia Ricard, Bev Robison, Donna Roth, James Shrider, Ron Shrider, Floyd Smith, Gabriel Smith, Mary Szablewski, 
Todd Skalsky, Amelinda Tejero, Don Thornburg, Diane Torres, Thomas Vert, Donna Whealon,  Carl Nissen (and Jack), Dick and Mary 
Rousselle, Clay Family 
 

Grace be to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for you all; making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceasing.  
– 1 Thessolonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of March 

 
Support for Persecuted Christians: That persecuted Christians may be supported by the prayers and material help of the whole Church. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Offertory Collection 
March 19th       

 
     
 Sacred Heart  $1,900.00  
   

Immaculate Conception $1,987.00 
   

Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as 
already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  -2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
 

Nathan Scheidecker, Nick Modrow, Tyler Frohlich, Cody 
Kruegar, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill, Joshua 

Harrison, Deacon Joseph Paddock, Deacon Kirby Longo, 
Shannon Augare 

 

that we have received and a striving to live that life 
more fully and more abundantly, inwardly regretting 
our own best attempts to extinguish it.  Our penances 
of this season are not simply intended to remind us 
that we have sinned and deserve some just 
punishment, but rather ought to be welcomed as 
sacrifices we make that dispose us to receive even 
greater graces and richer blessings.  Because, at the 
end of the day, God is not keeping score and the 
operations of grace and the dynamic of sin are not 
mere transactions in a game called “life,” no, God is 
much more generous than that and His kindness will 
always exceed our expectations. 
 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 

 
  
  
 

 
 

 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 
 

Women’s Conference is scheduled for Saturday, March 18th at the Helena Civic 
Center in Helena from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm with welcome by Bishop Thomas.  
Please consult the parish website for a copy of the brochure and registration 
information. 
Men’s Conference is scheduled for Friday and Saturday May 19th and 20th in 
Polson.  Matt Fradd of Catholic Answers is the featured speaker.  Also on deck is 
Prof. Eric Hall from Carroll College, Deacon Charlie Harball of St. Matthew’s in 
Kalispell and Fr. Sean Raftis, S.J. pastor of St. Richard’s in Columbia Falls.  Please 
consult the parish website for registration information. 

 

www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 
 

www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic 
 

www.twitter.com/sacerdos 

Please find in this week’s bulletin a special envelope for Easter flowers. 
 Clearly mark the church to which you are donating to and place the 
envelope in the collection basket during the offertory or return to Fr. 
Kevin after any of the weekend Masses. 

 

 

On the 5th Sunday of Lent, 
April 2nd, there will be a 
second collection to benefit 
“Helping Hands.”  Helping 
Hands serves the needy in 
Lake County in a variety of 
ways through the ministry of 
local area churches. This 
collection will be our parish 
alms.  Please make checks 
payable to “Helping Hands” 
or place cash in a clearly 
marked envelope.  Thank you 
in advance for your kindness 
and generosity. 

http://www.lakecountyromancatholic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic


 

Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, March 18th   
 
Charlo 4 pm: Rita Senkler rb Bernice & Al Hawkaluk                                                                                       
Polson 6 pm: For our youth attending the Catholic Youth   
Convention in Helena 
 
Sunday, March 12th             
Ronan: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Polson: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
 
Friday, March 24th   
Elmer Ingraham rb Linda Dorrington 
 
Masses may be offered for the repose of the souls of the 
faithful departed or for the special intentions of the living.  
Please call the parish office to request a Mass intention, or 
use the envelopes provided at the entrances of the 
churches and give them to Fr. Kevin. 

 

I will sing to the Lord who has 
been bountiful with me, 

sing psalms to the name of the 
Lord Most High. 

Ps 13:6 

Parish announcements should be submitted to: 

lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 

 

BEST LENT EVER PROGRAM 
If you enjoyed the book Resisting Happiness that 

you received this past Christmas, then this 
program might be for you.  The program is online 

and the formation of small groups is 
recommended but not necessary.  If you have an 

internet connection please visit 
www.dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever for more 

information. 

 
MASS TIMES 

 
Saturday   

4:00pm St. Joseph, Charlo 
6:00pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 

Sunday   
9:00am Sacred Heart, Ronan 

11:00am Immaculate Conception 
Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri 

12:10pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 
 
Confessions are heard each week at 12:45pm on 
Wednesdays and 2:00pm on Saturdays at Immaculate 
Conception.  Eucharistic Adoration follows each 
Wednesday Mass with Benediction at 1:30pm. 

 

Confessions are heard each week on Wednesday at 12:45pm and on 
Saturday at 2:00pm at Immaculate Conception Church.  Appointments 
may be made for anonymous confession at other times, or confession with 
spiritual direction. 

MASS PROPERS 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Collect 

O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness, 
who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving 
have shown us a remedy for sin, 
look graciously on this confession of our lowliness, 
that we, who are bowed down by our conscience, 
may always be lifted up by your mercy. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
  
Prayer over the Offerings 

Be pleased, O Lord, with these sacrificial offerings, 
and grant that we who beseech pardon for our own sins, 
may take care to forgive our neighbor. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 

As we receive the pledge 
of things yet hidden in heaven 
and are nourished while still on earth 
with the Bread that comes from on high, 
we humbly entreat you, O Lord, 
that what is being brought about in us in mystery 
may come to true completion. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Saturday, March 25th, is the Solemnity of the Annunciation, and the 
celebration of the solemnity will be at St. Joseph Mission in Charlo at 4:00 
pm.  The liturgical law of the Church indicates that the faithful who attend 
Mass after 4:00 pm on Saturday with the intention of fulfilling their Sunday 
obligation do so.  In other words, attending this Mass is a fulfillment of the 
Sunday obligation. 

THE COUNTRY STORE 
Located on Main St., Polson, The Country Store is an ecumenically run 
thrift store that accepts donations of clothing and small household 
items (no furniture please).  Proceeds from the sale of donated items 
go back to the community.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 883-
3033. 

 
Note: The Country Store is looking for volunteers who would be 

willing to work one 3 hour shift each month, or serve as a substitute. 
 

Please call Ruth Fischer 883-5051 

mailto:lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com
http://www.dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever
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