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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

My favorite priest/writer/columnist is Fr. 
George Rutler, pastor of St. Michael Catholic 
Church in New York City.  I am offering a column 
he wrote a couple of years ago in his own parish 
bulletin as a “guest column.”  It is timely. 
 
One of Christ’s Most Radical Declarations 
 
One of Christ's most radical declarations was 
that he had come into this world not to destroy 
the law and the prophets but to fulfill them. He 
gives us the full intent of the law, and does not 
treat the “letter of the law” as though that were 
the full portent of what law is about. Some of 
his fiercest adversaries were lawyers who 
were like painters but not real artists. For even 
with the best of intentions, painting by 
numbers and not by inspiration does not 
amount to true art. 
 
For more than 27 years I have had the 
privilege of being spiritual director to Catholic 
lawyers in our archdiocese, and I have been 
edified by those who understand the majesty 
of law not just as a profession, but as a noble 
vocation. I am sure that when they encounter 
those who trivialize the law, such as those 
“ambulance chasers” who advertise for clients 
on television wearing loud suits and cowboy 
hats, they must react to them as I do to the 
more vulgar evangelists who make fortunes 
duping crowds with panaceas instead of the 
Gospel. 
 
Since about 1960, the number of lawyers in 
our nation has increased at five times the rate 
of growth of the population as a whole. There 
are various reasons for this, but it is certain 
that elements of our legal system have lost 
perspective. Without respect for God as the 
author of justice, justice itself suffers. G.K. 
Chesterton said, “When you break the big laws, 
you do not get freedom; you do not even get 
anarchy. You get the small laws.” 
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Daily Readings 
5 SUN FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Is 58:7-10/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16  
6 Mon Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs  

Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56  
7 Tue Weekday  

Gn 1:20—2:4a/Mk 7:1-13   
8 Wed Weekday  

Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23  
9 Thu Weekday  

Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30  
10 Fri Saint Scholastica, Virgin 

Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37  
11 Sat Our Lady of Lourdes 

Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10  
 

 
NOTE:  These are the sequential readings for Lectionary Cycle Year A and I 
only.  The actual readings used at Mass may differ depending on the 
particular celebration that day, for example;, First Fridays or Requiem 
Masses. 
 

THE COUNTRY STORE 
Located on Main St., Polson, 
The Country Store is an 
ecumenically run thrift 
store that accepts donations 
of clothing and small 
household items (no 
furniture please).  Proceeds 
from the sale of donated 
items go back to the 
community.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated. 883-
3033. 

ROSARY GROUPS 
 

Mondays 
St. Joseph Hospital Chapel  

6:00 pm 
Thursdays 

St. Joseph Assisted Living 
2:00 pm 
Fridays 

St. Joseph Hospital Chapel 
9:00 am 

 
Say the Rosary everyday to 
bring peace to the world and 
the end of war. 
-Our Lady of Fatima 

Religious Education 
 

RE classes will meet on the following dates: 
 

January 18, 25 
February 1,*8, 15, & 22 

 
*-Family Night with Potluck dinner. 

 
Youth Group 

 
Youth Group meets on the same night as religious 

education. 

Sacred Heart, Ronan Immaculate Conception, Polson Saint Joseph Mission, Charlo 

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
February 5th, 2017 

Please note that there is no 12:10 pm Mass on Friday, February 10th 



 

Jessica Anderson, Sherry Becker, Marcy Bishop, Linda Bowman, Joann Bright, Lorie Chase, Cody Cordis, Jeff Devlin, Jean Diehl, Kelly Dolezal-
Esheen, Patty Ferdinand, Mary Foot, Paula Graham, Scott Johnson, Carol Kelly, Ron Legislador, Marvel Marrinan, Rebecca Martin, Jim 
McDevitt Shirley McDevitt, Pauline Mistrille, Mandy Moran, Patsy Mueller, Frank Nelson, Katy Nissen Austin Reese, Rory Reyonds, Larry 
Ricard, Patricia Ricard, Bev Robison, Donna Roth, James Shrider, Ron Shrider, Floyd Smith, Gabriel Smith, Mary Szablewski, Todd Skalsky, 
Amelinda Tejero, Don Thornburg, Diane Torres, Thomas Vert, Donna Whealon,  Carl Nissen (and Jack), Dick and Mary Rousselle 
 

Grace be to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for you all; making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceasing.  
– 1 Thessolonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of February 

 
Comfort for the Afflicted: That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and marginalized, may find welcome and comfort in 
our communities. 

 

Weekly Offertory Collection 
January 29th     

 
 St. Joseph Mission    
 Sacred Heart  $1,101.00  
  

Immaculate Conception $2,857.00 
   

Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as 
already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  -2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL PROGRESS 

 
Immaculate Conception 

Goal has been reached!  Thank you! 
 

Sacred Heart and St. Joseph Mission 
$10,655 of $13,700 

78% of Goal 
 

We are almost there!  Thank you for your very generous 
response to this year’s appeal. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
 

Nathan Scheidecker, Nick Modrow, Tyler Frohlich, Cody 
Kruegar, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill, Joshua 

Harrison, Deacon Joseph Paddock, Deacon Kirby Longo, 
Shannon Augare 

 

 
There are those in our society who have come 
to think that all laws are little, and that the 
courts can change the big laws by human will. 
So we have activist courts even attempting to 
abolish the basic natural laws of life as 
ordained by God. Christ reminded Pontius 
Pilate that governors are responsible to 
heaven. A characteristic of tyrants is that they 
subvert the law. During the terrible years of 
National Socialism, Cardinal Faulhaber of 
Munich risked his own life when he preached: 
“The State, as an institution built by God, can 
establish its laws, and its subjects are under 
the obligation to obey them, for the sake of 
their conscience. The State has the right to levy 
taxes and to demand sacrifices of property and 
life in the defense of the Fatherland. The State, 
however, has no right to make laws which are 
incompatible with Divine Law and the Natural 
Law.” 
 
St. Augustine said, “Love God and do whatever 
you please.” But that does not mean 
lawlessness. God “never commanded anyone 
to be godless. He has given no one permission 
to sin” (Ecclesiastes 15:20). Many who quote 
Augustine omit the rest of his sentence: “. . . for 
the soul trained in love to God will do nothing 
to offend the One who is Beloved.” 
  
  

 

 
 
 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 
 

Women’s Conference is scheduled for Saturday, March 18th at the Helena Civic 
Center in Helena from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm with welcome by Bishop Thomas.  
Please consult the parish website for a copy of the brochure and registration 
information. 
Men’s Conference is scheduled for Friday and Saturday May 19th and 20th in 
Polson.  Matt Fradd of Catholic Answers is the featured speaker.  Also on deck is 
Prof. Eric Hall from Carroll College, Deacon Charlie Harball of St. Matthew’s in 
Kalispell and Fr. Sean Raftis, S.J. pastor of St. Richard’s in Columbia Falls.  Please 
consult the parish website for registration information. 
 

www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 
 

www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic 
 

www.twitter.com/sacerdos 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Family Night at Immaculate Conception will have a carnival theme with 
games and activities for the kids.  Please bring a potluck dish to share and 
come and support the families of our parish.  Catechesis for adults will begin 
at 6:00 pm and we will continue our study of the Roman Rite.  Youth group 
begins at 7:00 pm. 
Ladies Coffee Klatch will meet on Wednesday, February 15th at 10:00 am at 
Immaculate Conception.  All women are welcome and invited to attend. 
Breakfast will be served after the 9:00 am Mass in Ronan on Sunday, 
February 19th.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
Doughnuts will be served after the 11:00 am Mass at Immaculate Conception 
on Sunday, February 19th. 

http://www.lakecountyromancatholic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic


COUNCIL NOTES 

“Wherever the 
Catholic sun doth 
shine, 
There’s always 
laughter and good 
red wine. 
At least I’ve 
always found it so. 
Benedicamus 
Domino!” 
 
-Hilaire Belloc 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, February 4th    
 Charlo: Deceased members of the parish 
 Polson:  Intentions of the Immaculate Heart 
                 of Mary  
Sunday, February 5th          
 Ronan: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
 Polson: Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Tuesday, February 7th 
 Polson: Charles Sheridan rb Marquardt’s 
 
Masses may be offered for the repose of the souls of 
the faithful departed or for the special intentions of 
the living.  Please call the parish office to request a 
Mass intention, or use the envelopes provided at the 
entrances of the churches and give them to Fr. Kevin. 
 

How can I repay the LORD for all the great good done 

for me? I will raise the cup of salvation and call on 

the name of the LORD.  

 –Psalm 116:12-13 

Parish announcements should be submitted to: 

lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
 

THE FOLLOWING DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE CELEBRATION 
OF A REQUIEM MASS.  ALL MASSES ARE CELEBRATED AT 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AT 12:10 PM: 
 

January 27th  
 

Please call the parish office and arrange to intention one of these 
Masses.  

 
 

SPECIAL NOTE! 
 
On weekdays that do not have their own obligatory memorial or feast in 
commemoration of one of the saints, a commemoration for a member of 
the faithful departed may be offered.  The texts and prayers of the Mass 
are taken from one of the Masses for the Dead that offer the possibility of 
including the name of the deceased for whom the Mass is being offered.  
Each month a list of qualifying days will be offered so that you may 
intention a particular commemoration if you so desire.  However, any 
Mass may be offered for the faithful departed even if that Mass if a 
memorial or feast of a particular saint.  This is just an additional option 
that will be made available.  You may remember these Masses being called 
“requiem Masses” or “missa defunctorum.” 

Catholic Gifts and Articles 
Catholic articles are for sale each week during normal office hours.   
Special orders may be placed with Ruth Fischer 883-5025.  

DIVINE MERCY RADIO – 90.7 FM 
 
 
 
 

Divine Mercy Radio is a locally owed 
and operated volunteer run affiliate of 
EWTN.   Your prayers and support are 
greatly appreciated.  Your tax-
deductible donation may be sent to 
PO Box 568 Polson, MT 59860.  (406) 
261-3819. For the convenience of 
those who are sick or shut in, the 
6:00pm Saturday evening vigil Mass is 
recorded and broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 9:00 am. 

 
MASS TIMES 

 
Saturday   

4:00pm St. Joseph, Charlo 
6:00pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 

Sunday   
9:00am Sacred Heart, Ronan 

11:00am Immaculate Conception 
Tues-Wed-Thurs 

12:10pm Immaculate Conception, Polson 
 
Confessions are heard each week at 12:45pm on 
Wednesdays and 2:00pm on Saturdays at Immaculate 
Conception.  Eucharistic Adoration follows each 
Wednesday Mass with Benediction at 1:30pm. 
 

Confessions are heard each week on Wednesday at 12:45pm and on 
Saturday at 2:00pm at Immaculate Conception Church.  Appointments 
may be made for anonymous confession at other times, or confession with 
spiritual direction. 

MASS PROPERS 
 

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Collect 
Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, 
that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,one God, for ever and ever.  
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
O Lord, our God, 
who once established these created things 
to sustain us in our frailty, 
grant, we pray, 
that they may become for us now 
the Sacrament of eternal life. 
Through Christ our Lord.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
O God, who have willed that we be partakers 
in the one Bread and the one Chalice, 
grant us, we pray, so to live 
that, made one in Christ, 
we may joyfully bear fruit 
for the salvation of the world. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Please pray for those in our parish community who 
are studying and preparing to be baptized and 
received into the Church or are seeking to complete 
their Christian initiation begun at baptism: Rebecca 
Martin, Katie and Chad Peters, Sherlee Santorno.  
All are also welcome and invited to participate in our 
monthly “family nights” where you can meet and 
support all who are enrolled in our faith formation 
programs. Next family night: Wednesday, February 
8th beginning at 6:00 pm. 

mailto:lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com

