
Evangelizing through the Good
by guest columnist Bishop Barron

Anyone even vaguely acquainted with my work
knows that I advocate vigorous argument on behalf of
religious truth. I have long called for a revival in what
is classically known as apologetics, the defense of the
claims of faith against skeptical opponents. And I have
repeatedly weighed in against a dumbed-down
Catholicism. Also, I have, for many years, emphasized
the importance of beauty in service of evangelization.
The Sistine Chapel Ceiling, the Sainte Chapelle,
Dante’s Divine Comedy, Bach’s St. Matthew’s Passion,
T.S. Eliot’s Four Quartets, and the Cathedral of
Chartres all have an extraordinary convincing power, in
many ways surpassing that of formal arguments. So I
affirm the path of truth and the path of beauty. But I
also recommend, as a means of propagating the faith,
the third of the transcendentals, namely, the good.
Moral rectitude, the concrete living out of the Christian
way, especially when it is done in an heroic manner,
can move even the most hardened unbeliever to faith,
and the truth of this principle has been proven again
and again over the centuries. 
In the earliest days of the Christian movement, when
both Jews and Greeks looked upon the nascent faith as
either scandalous or irrational, it was the moral
goodness of the followers of Jesus that brought many to
belief. The Church father Tertullian conveyed the
wondering pagan reaction to the early Church in his
famous adage: “How these Christians love one
another!” At a time when the exposure of malformed
infants was commonplace, when the poor and the sick
were often left to their own devices, and when
murderous revenge was a matter of course, the early
Christians cared for unwanted babies, gave succor to
the sick and the dying, and endeavored to forgive the
persecutors of the faith. And this goodness extended,
not simply to their own brothers and sisters, but,
astonishingly, to outsiders and to enemies. This
peculiarly excessive form of moral decency convinced
many people that something strange was afoot among
these disciples of Jesus, something splendid and rare. It
compelled them to take a deeper look. 
During the cultural and political chaos following the
collapse of the Roman Empire, certain spiritual athletes
took to the caves, deserts, and hills in order to live a
radical form of the Christian life. From these early
ascetics, monasticism emerged, a spiritual movement
that led, in time, to the re-civilization of Europe. What
so many found fascinating was the sheer intensity of
the monks’ commitment, their embrace of poverty, and

Daily Readings

26 EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 49:14-15/1 Cor 4:1-5/Mt 6:24-34

27 Mon Weekday
Sir 17:20-24/Mk 10:17-27

28 Tue Weekday
Sir 35:1-12/Mk 10:28-31

1 Wed Ash Wednesday
Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

 2 Thu after Ash Wednesday
Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 

3 Fri after Ash Wednesday St Katharine Drexel, Virgin
Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15

 4 Sat after Ash Wednesday St Casimir
Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32

NOTE:  These are the sequential readings for Lectionary Cycle Year A and I
only.  The actual readings used at Mass may differ depending on the
particular celebration that day, for example;, First Fridays or Requiem
Masses.

Sacred Heart, Ronan Immaculate Conception, Polson Saint Joseph Mission, Charlo

Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time

February 26th, 2017

Ash Wednesday is March 1st.  Time to start thinking of your plan for Lent.

Ash Wednesday Schedule

Immaculate Conception12:10 pm Liturgy of the Word with the distribution of Ashes. 7:00 pm Mass
Sacred Heart7:00 pm Liturgy of the Word with the distribution of Ashes.



Jessica Anderson, Sherry Becker, Marcy Bishop, Linda Bowman, Joann Bright, Lorie Chase, Cody Cordis, Jeff Devlin, Jean Diehl, Kelly Dolezal-Esheen, Patty Ferdinand, Mary Foot, Paula Graham, Deb & Jeremy Basler, Scott Johnson, Carol Kelly, Ron Legislador, Marvel Marrinan,Rebecca Martin, Jim McDevitt Shirley McDevitt, Pauline Mistrille, Mandy Moran, Patsy Mueller, Frank Nelson, Katy Nissen Austin Reese, RoryReyonds, Larry Ricard, Patricia Ricard, Bev Robison, Donna Roth, James Shrider, Ron Shrider, Floyd Smith, Gabriel Smith, Mary Szablewski,Todd Skalsky, Amelinda Tejero, Don Thornburg, Diane Torres, Thomas Vert, Donna Whealon,  Carl Nissen (and Jack), Dick and MaryRousselle, Clay FamilyThis is the confidence that we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that Hehears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we asked of Him. 1 John 5:14-15
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of February

Comfort for the Afflicted: That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and marginalized, may find welcome and comfort inour communities.

Weekly Offertory Collection
February 5th

St. Joseph Mission
Sacred Heart $1,116.00

Immaculate Conception $1,940.00

Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as
already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver. -2 Corinthians 9:7

Thank you for your generosity!

their blithe trust in divine providence. Once again, it
was the living out of the Gospel ideal that proved
convincing. Something similar unfolded in the
thirteenth century, a time of significant corruption in
the Church, especially among the clergy. Francis,
Dominic, and their confreres inaugurated the mendicant
orders, which is just a fancy way of saying the begging
orders. The trust, simplicity, service to the poor, and
moral innocence of the Dominicans and Franciscans
produced a revolution in the Church and effectively re-
evangelized armies of Christians who had grown slack
and indifferent in their faith.
And we find the same dynamic in our time. John Paul
II was the second most powerful evangelist of the
twentieth century, but unquestionably the first was a
woman who never wrote a major work of theology or
apologetics, who never engaged skeptics in public
debate, and who never produced a beautiful work of
religious art. I’m speaking, of course, of St. Teresa of
Kolkata. No one in the last one hundred years
propagated the Christian faith more effectively than a
simple nun who lived in utter poverty and who
dedicated herself to the service of the most neglected
people in our society. 
There is a wonderful story told of a young man named
Gregory, who came to the great Origen of Alexandria
in order to learn the fundamentals of Christian doctrine.
Origen said to him, “First come and share the life of
our community and then you will understand our
dogma.” The youthful Gregory took that advice, came
in time to embrace the Christian faith in its fullness,
and is now known to history as St. Gregory the
Wonderworker. Something of the same impulse lay
behind Gerard Manley Hopkins’s word to a confrere
who was struggling to accept the truths of Christianity.
The Jesuit poet did not instruct his colleague to read a
book or consult an argument but rather, “Give alms.”
The living of the Christian thing has persuasive power.
We have been passing through one of the darkest
chapters in recent Church history. The clerical sex
abuse scandals have chased countless people away
from Catholicism, and a secularist tide continues to
rise, especially among the young. My mentor, the late,
great Cardinal George, surveying this scene, used to
say, “I’m looking for the orders; I’m looking for the
movements.” He meant, I think, that in times of crisis,
the Holy Spirit tends to raise up men and women
outstanding in holiness who endeavor to live out the
Gospel in a radical and public way. Once again, I’m
convinced that, at this moment, we need good
arguments, but I’m even more convinced that we need
saints.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

Women’s Conference is scheduled for Saturday, March 18th at the Helena CivicCenter in Helena from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm with welcome by Bishop Thomas.Please consult the parish website for a copy of the brochure and registrationinformation.
Men’s Conference is scheduled for Friday and Saturday May 19th and 20th inPolson.  Matt Fradd of Catholic Answers is the featured speaker.  Also on deck isProf. Eric Hall from Carroll College, Deacon Charlie Harball of St. Matthew’s inKalispell and Fr. Sean Raftis, S.J. pastor of St. Richard’s in Columbia Falls.  Pleaseconsult the parish website for registration information.

www.lakecountyromancatholic.org

www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic

www.twitter.com/sacerdos

Knights of Columbus Annual St. Patrick’s Day RaffleOnly 500 tickets are available at $10.00 a piece!First Prize: ½ beef  Second Prize: ½ pig  Third Prize: Case of WineFourth Prize: Round of Cheese  Fifth Prize: “Mystery” prize
Tickets will be sold after the 6:00 pm and 11:00 am Masses in Polson

And the 9:00 am Mass in Ronan.
Drawing will be on Sunday March 19th

Congratulations to Ella Jewel Burke onher reception into the Church throughHoly Baptism!

http://www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic
http://www.lakecountyromancatholic.org


Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 25thCharlo: Deceased Members of the ParishPolson: RE/Youth Group Students + Families
Sunday, February 26thRonan: Intentions of the Parish FaithfulPolson: Intentions of the Parish Faithful
Tuesday, February 28th

Int. of Emerald Barker rb Mary Goodby
Wednesday, February 29th

Mary Mills rb Gino & Mary Frances Caselli
Thursday, March 1st

Catherine SaLerno Marotta &
Samuel Anthony Marotta rb the Caselli’sMasses may be offered for the repose of the souls of thefaithful departed or for the special intentions of the living.Please call the parish office to request a Mass intention, oruse the envelopes provided at the entrances of thechurches and give them to Fr. Kevin.

I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me,
sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High.

Ps 13:6

Parish announcements should be submitted to:
lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com

BEST LENT EVER PROGRAMIf you enjoyed the book Resisting Happiness thatyou received this past Christmas, then thisprogram might be for you.  The program is onlineand the formation of small groups isrecommended but not necessary.  If you have aninternet connection please visitwww.dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever for moreinformation.

MASS TIMES

Saturday4:00pm St. Joseph, Charlo6:00pm Immaculate Conception, Polson
Sunday9:00am Sacred Heart, Ronan11:00am Immaculate Conception

Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri12:10pm Immaculate Conception, Polson
Confessions are heard each week at 12:45pm on
Wednesdays and 2:00pm on Saturdays at Immaculate
Conception.  Eucharistic Adoration follows each
Wednesday Mass with Benediction at 1:30pm.

Confessions are heard each week on Wednesday at 12:45pm and on
Saturday at 2:00pm at Immaculate Conception Church.  Appointments
may be made for anonymous confession at other times, or confession with
spiritual direction.

MASS PROPERS

Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Collect
Grant us, O Lord, we pray,
that the course of our world
may be directed by your peaceful rule
and that your Church may rejoice,
untroubled in her devotion.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the Offerings
O God, who provide gifts to be offered to your name
and count our oblations as signs
of our desire to serve you with devotion,
we ask of your mercy
that what you grant as the source of merit
may also help us to attain merit’s reward.
Through Christ our Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Nourished by your saving gifts,
we beseech your mercy, Lord,
that by this same Sacrament
with which you feed us in the present age,
you may make us partakers of life eternal.
Through Christ our Lord.

Upcoming Events

Gospel/Homily Study with Deacon Andy Dorrington willbegin Sunday, March 5th immediately after the 9:00 amMass at Sacred Heart in Ronan.
Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph Mission each Fridayduring Lent at 6:00pm beginning March 3rd

Community Dinner at Immaculate Conception Friday,
March 3rd at 5:30The menu is: Shrimp and Pasta with Roasted Vegetables

Friday, March 10th there are Stations at IC at 6:15 pmfollowed by a meatless dinner at 7:00 pm during which allwe be treated to Bishop Barron’s Pivotal Players.

http://www.dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever
mailto:lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com

